In the Claims 

Please amend claims 1 and 12 as follows and add new claims 22-31: 



1 . (Currently amended) An aqueouspdhesive composition for use in transfer 
coating the adhesive composition on a face stoJc material^ comprising: 

(a) from about 5 to about 75 weight % of an aqueous suspension of polymeric 
acrylate microspheres; 

(b) from about 25 to about 95 weight % of an aqueous emulsion of 
crosslinked acrylate polymdr; and optionally, 

(c) a functionally effective amount of one or more auxiliary ingredients for 
modifying coating or enhancing adhesive performance properties; 

wherein the weight ratio, on a solids basis, of microspheres to crosslinked acrylate 
polymer is about 0.025:1/ to about 1.9:1. 

2. (Original) The comfoo^itio^ of claim 1 comprising about 40 to about 
75 weight % of said aqueous suspension/of polymeric acrylate microspheres and about 25 
to about 60 weight % of said aqueoi$^nulsibp of crosslinked acrylate polymer. 

3. (Original) Thg^piptJsition of claim 1 wherein the weight ratio, on a 
solids basis, of microspheres to Crosslinked acrylate polymer is about 0.03:1 to about 
1.6:1. 

4. (Original) The/composition of claim 1 wherein said polymeric 
acrylate microspheres are solid. // 

5. (Original) Tftfe composition of claim 4 wherein said polymeric 
acrylate microspheres are produced by the process comprising: 

(a) contacting a powmerizable aqueous emulsion of at least one non-ionic 

/ 

monomer of anfalkyl acrylate or alkyl methacrylate ester of a non-tertiary 
alcohol and at |east one ionic monomer copolymerizable with said non- 
ionic monomer and at least one non-free radically polymerizable acid; and 
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(b) polymerizing the emulsion tofform an aqueous suspension of said solid 
polymeric pressure sensitive adhesive microspheres; 

wherein said non-free radically po/ymerizable acid is contacted with said 

polymerizable aqueous emulsion prior to achieving about 95% conversion 
of said non-ionic monomer. 

6. (Original) The composition of claim 1 wherein said polymeric 
acrylate microspheres are hollow. 

7. (Original) The domppsftion oY claim 1 wherein said crosslinked 
acrylate polymer has a Tg of abou/ -)v 0 C to abj2mt -50°C. 

8. (Original) Tl)£ composition of claim 1 wherein said auxiliary 
ingredients are selected from ^factanti^kfoaming agents, viscosity modifiers, 
neutralizing agents, flow co/trpL^gents, stabilizers or tackifying agents. 

9. (Original) 1/ /The composition of claim 8 wherein said aqueous adhesive 
composition contains at leaaf onesrfrfactant, at least one defoaming agent, at least one 
viscosity modifier, and at ljjjaxl one neutralizing agent. 

10. (Original) / The composition of claim 1 wherein the polymerized 
monomers of said polympic acrylate microspheres comprises (a) about 85 to about 99.5 
weight percent of at least one alkyl acrylate or alkyl methacrylate ester of a non-tertiary 
alcohol, wherein said alkyl group has from 4 to about 14 carbon atoms, and (b) about 0.5 
to about 15 weight percent of an alkali metal, ammonium or amine salt of an acid 
selected from a mon^olefinic monocarboxylic acid, a monoolefinic dicarboxylic acid or 
mixtures thereof. 

1 1 . (Original) The composition of any of claims 1 , 5, 7 or 1 0 having dry 
film peel value oy about 0.2 to about 2.5 pounds per inch peel force on stainless steel with 
adhesive failure /node. 
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12. (Currently amended) An article comprising a face stock material having 
transfer coated thereon using a transfer coating process a removable or repositionable, 
pressure sensitive adhesive composition comprising: (a) polymeric acrylate microspheres, 
(b) crosslinked acrylate polymer, and, optionally, (c) a functionally effective amount of 
one or more auxiliary ingredients for modifying coating or enhancing adhesive 
performance properties; wherein the weight r^atio of microspheres to crosslinked acrylate 
polymer is about 0.025:1 to about 1.9:1. 

13. (Original) The article of claim 12 wherein the weight ratio, on a solids 
basis, of microspheres to crosslinked aciwlate polymer is about 0.03:1 to about 1.6:1. 

14. (Original) The arti^l^of claim yl wherein said polymeric acrylate 
microspheres are solid. 

15. (Original) The aniQi£of claim 14 wherein said polymeric acrylate 
microspheres are produced by/the process comprising: 

(a) contacting aypolynjerizable agueous emulsion of at least one non-ionic 
monomer of an alfcyl aj^Iate or alkyl methacrylate ester of a non-tertiary 
alcohol arj^atjept one ionic monomer copolymerizable with said non- 
iorntrTfionomer/and at least one non-free radically polymerizable acid; and 

(b) polymerizing tine emulsion to form an aqueous suspension of said solid 
polymeric pressure sensitive adhesive microspheres; 

wherein said non-free radically polymerizable acid is contacted with said 

polymerizaole aqueous emulsion prior to achieving about 95% conversion 
of said non-ionic monomer. 

16. (Original) The article of claim 12 wherein said polymeric acrylate 
microspheres are hollow. 

17. (Origmal) The article of claim 12 wherein said crosslinked acrylate 
polymer has a Tg on about -10°C to about -50°C. 
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18. (Original) The article of claim A2 wherein said auxiliary ingredients 
are selected from surfactants, defoaming agents Jviscosity modifiers, neutralizing agents, 
flow control agents, stabilizers or tackifying agents. 

19. (Original) The article ofrclaim 18 wherein said aqueous adhesive 
composition contains at least one surfactant, at least erne defoaming agent, at least one 
viscosity modifier, and at least one neutralizing mm\. 

20. (Original) The article of^^^m 12 wherein the polymerized monomers 
of said polymeric acrylate microspheres jmmprisesVa) about 85 to about 99.5 weight 
percent of at least one alkyl acrylate o/^fkyl m^tnacrylate ester of a non-tertiary alcohol, 
wherein said alkyl group has from 4^o aljallt 14 carbon atoms, and (b) about 0.5 to about 
15 weight percent of an alkali AstaJfammonium or amine salt of an acid selected from a 
monoolefmic monocarboxylic acid, a monoolefinic dicarboxylic acid or mixtures thereof. 

21 . (Original) / The article of any of claims 12, 15, 17 or 20 having dry 
film peel value of about f.2 to about 2.5 pounds per inch peel force on stainless steel with 
adhesive failure mode.y 

22. (New) An aqueous adhesive composition comprising: 

(a) from about 5 to about 75 weight % of an aqueous suspension of polymeric 
acrylate microspheres; 

(b) from about 25 to about 95 weight % of an aqueous emulsion of 
crosslinked acrylate polymer; and optionally, 

(c) a functionally effective amount of one or more auxiliary ingredients for 
modifying coating or enhancing adhesive performance properties; 

wherein the weight ratio, on a solids basis, of microspheres to crosslinked acrylate 
polymer is about 0.025:1 to about 1.9:1, and; 

wherein said polymeric acrylate microspheres are solid, and are produced by the 
process comprising: A) contacting a polymerizable aqueous emulsion of at 
least one non-ionic monomer of an alkyl acrylate or alkyl methacrylate 
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ester of a non-tertiary alcohol and at least one ionic monomer 
copolymerizable with said non-ionic monomer and at least one non-free 
radically polymerizable acid; and B) polymerizing the emulsion to form an 
aqueous suspension of said solid polymeric pressure sensitive adhesive 
microspheres; wherein said non-free radically polymerizable acid is 
contacted with said polymerizable aqueous emulsion prior to achieving 
about 95% conversion of said non-ionic monomer. 

23. (New) An aqueous adhesivercomposition comprising: 

(a) from about 5 to about 75 weight % of an aqueous suspension of polymeric 
acrylate microspheres; / 

(b) from about 25 to about/95weight % of an aqueous emulsion of 
crosslinked acrylate i^jym/r; and optionally, 

(c) a functionally off^b^mnovS^f one or more auxiliary ingredients for 
modifying coatm^or enhandag adhesive performance properties; 

wherein the weight ™^_orua^6lids basis, of microspheres to crosslinked acrylate 
polymer isaoout 0.025:1 to about 1.9:1, and the composition has dry film 
peel value of about 0.2 to about 2.5 pounds per inch peel force on stainless 
steel with/adhesive failure mode. 

24. (New) The composition of claims 22, having dry film peel value of about 
0.2 to about 2.5 pounds per inch peel force on stainless steel with adhesive failure mode. 

25. (New) The coj^^fion of claim 23, wherein said crosslinked acrylate 
polymer has a Tg of about^Q2&to about -50°C. 

26. (New) The compopmpn of claim 23, wherein the polymerized monomers 
of said polymeric acrylate micirafmefes comprises (a) about 85 to about 99.5 weight 
percent of at least one alkyL^crykfe or alkyl methacrylate ester of a non-tertiary alcohol, 
wherein said alkyl group has from 4 to about 14 carbon atoms, and (b) about 0.5 to about 
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15 weight percent of an alkali metal, ammonium or amine salt of an acid selected from a 
monoolefinic monocarboxylic acid, a monoolefinic dicarboxylic acid or mixtures thereof. 

27. (New) An article comprising a face stock material having coated thereon a 
removable or repositionable, pressure sensitive adhesive composition comprising: (a) 
solid polymeric acrylate microspheres, (b) crosslinked acrylate polymer, and, optionally, 
(c) a functionally effective amount of one or more auxiliary ingredients for modifying 
coating or enhancing adhesive performance properties; wherein the weight ratio of 
microspheres to crosslinked acrylate polymer is about 0.025:1 to about 1.9:1, and 
wherein said solid polymeric acrylate microspheres are produced by the process 
comprising: A) contacting a polymerizable aqueous emulsion of at least one non-ionic 
monomer of an alkyl acrylate or alkyl methacrylate ester of a non-tertiary alcohol and at 
least one ionic monomer copolymerizable with said non-ionic monomer and at least one 
non-free radically polymerizable acid; and B) polymerizing the emulsion to form an 
aqueous suspension of said solid polymeric pressure sensitive adhesive microspheres; 
wherein said non-free radically polymerizable acid is contacted with said polymerizable 
aqueous emulsion prior to achieving about 95% conversion of said non-ionic monomer. 

28. (New) An artid'e comprising a face stock material having coated thereon a 
removable or repositionable/pressure sensitive adhesive composition comprising: (a) 
polymeric acrylate microsraie^s, (b) crosslinked acrylate polymer, and, optionally, (c) a 
functionally effective mpm^A of^ne or more auxiliary ingredients for modifying coating 
or enhancing adhesn^^erfp^mance properties; wherein the weight ratio of microspheres 
to crosslinked acnylate polymer is about 0.025:1 to about 1.9:1, and wherein said article 
has dry film pe^l value of about 0.2 to about 2.5 pounds per inch peel force on stainless 
steel with adWesive failure mode. 

29. (New) The article of claim 27 having dry film peel value of about 0.2 to 
about 2.5 pounds per inch peel force on stainless steel with adhesive failure mode. 
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30. (New) The articleyOf claim 28 wherein said crosslinked acrylate polymer 
has a Tg of about -10°C to aboi/-50 o C. 



31. (New) The; 
polymeric acrylate micros^ 
at least one alkyl acrylat^ 
said alkyl group has frc 



flkyl 



)OUt 



[aim 28 wherein the polymerized monomers of said 
Lprises (a) about 85 to about 99.5 weight percent of 

'hacrylate ester of a non-tertiary alcohol, wherein 
14 carbon atoms, and (b) about 0.5 to about 15 



weight percent of an iilkali metal, ammonium or amine salt of an acid selected from a 
monoolefinic mono/arboxylic acid, a monoolefinic dicarboxylic acid or mixtures thereof. 
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